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To 
The Right Honourable 


Earl of Clarendon, Lord: high 


Chancellor of England, and - 
Chancellor of the Univerſity 
of Oxford. 


My Lord, © p 
O vouch your Lord- 
ſhips commands for! 
the publiſhing this 


reaſonably think, would be to 
kibel your judeement.; and the pre- 


fixing your Nan toit, and this| 
[mean addreſs, would look ra- 


ther like revenge then homage or 


Diſcourſe, I might] 


A3 |  obedi=| 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| 


obedience: if 1 did not know that 


and ſuch a Patron as I now de- 


/op performances are due. to 
the tranſcendency of ſuch a 
ſabje as Tthen diſcours'd upon, 


dicate to : Sol lie proſtrate un- 
der my great Arguments, here in- 
ſufficrency is Art and Rhetorick. 
And the truth is, myLord, it 
was not this which made me ſo 
{ollicitons to avoid your injun- 


When God's moſt ſignal me- 
thods of all ſorts do not ſeem 


ction.; when neither our own 
diſmal guilts,nor miſeries, nor 


| 


ctions, but apprehenſions of| 
the unuſefulneſs of the Diſ- 
courſe it ſelf. | 


| * [tohave wrought much convi-| 


molt! 
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 |but- after the equally ſtupen- 


{laxury is the retribution made 
for plenty, licence for liberty,and A- 


| 


 |[gainſt all Lang, as they would 


verance have made us. ſenſible; 


dous 30" of Fawary and 29% of 
May, and the black time thar 
interven'd, weare {till theſame 
perverſe untrattable people ; when 


theiſmfor Religion, whil'{t miracles 

of mercy are acknowledg'd only] 
by prodrgtes: of mgrateful. diſobedi= 
ence :: and on the other fide, 
when fa#s humors {well a- 


either over-flow thoſe mounds, 
or make them y:/d and gre way 
to: them ;' when Declarations and 
Decrees, which were :fallblwhen 
they 


T he Epiſile Dedicatory. = 
{moſt Expreſs miracles of deli-] * 


they came only from a party of 


of force nor eſtcem when they 
have all ſolemnity and obli- 


can give; alas, what hopes 0 

doing any thing can a weak 
| Harangue entertain? But, my 
Lord, fince you are pleas'd to 
command, I give up both z 
and my. underſtanding to your 


,pregnant teſtimony is it of 
the obſequouſneſs of = | 
My Lord, | : Sf, 
Your Lordſhips moſt devoted 
and moft humble ſeryant:_.. 


RICHARD ALLESTRY. 


[a part of a Parhament, are neither | 


Lord{hip, and the weaker the| 


Diſcourſe is,ſomuch themore| 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. "0 


oation that juſs and full _ 


—, 


| 


| 


HSC and without an image or l- 


 Hossa ;. 5. 


Afterward ſhall the children of Tfrael return, 
and ſeek the Lord their God, and David: 
their King, and ſhall fear the Lord and bhis- 


>>WWAE had aid in the words 
& before, that the children of 
by 


L ER ſb 


as 


Iſrael ſhall abide many daies 
> without a King and without | 
a Prince, without a ſacrifice 


tar, and without an Ephod and without Tera- 
phim. Now when they ſhall have been 
for many years in ſuch a ſtate of helpleſs 
defolation, ſhall have no King under whoſe 
ſhadow they, their laws ing rights might| 
hope for ſhelter ; no Prince to guard them} 
from the ſad calamities of wild confuſion 
or uſurping violence ; ſhall have no exer- 
cifes of religion toallay and ſoften thoſe ca- 
lamiries, and give them comfort in the 
bearing of them; no Altar to lay hold onf 
for ſecurity againſt chem, or to ſtretch one 
| : | B 


their [ 


— 


their hands towards, for deprecation of 
them ; 20 nor a Godto put anend to this 
fad ſtare ; nor any means of direftion what 
to- doe under it, no. Ephod to- ask counſel 
at; nor yet the pageantry, the fallacy of 
theſe, xo Teraphim for Ephods, nor Image for 
la God; the "ns deſtruction having ſei- 
zed' theſe and their worſhippers, the people and | 
their 1dols going into Captivity together, | | 
and the onely true God having forſaken 
them: Now when the Prophet had de- 
nounc'd this ſtate of Woe, which was to 
dwell with them (ſo long as that their very 
expectations of deliverance ſhould be dy- 
ing, having continued threeſcore years and 
ten, a longer and more weariſome age of 
patience then life, he then proceeds to fwee- 
ren all by telling them of a return, and 
what things they ſhall doe in it; and they 
are three. EN 
Firlt, Sek the Lord their God, apply them- | 
ſelves to his Worſhip and Obedience, and 
cleave to him ; for ſo the word is rendred |: 
aezxMcch Lev.19.31. and Jeremy repea- 
ring this c. 30.9. words it, ſhall ſerye the 
i their God, and David their King: 


Which 


— 
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doe. As the Eccleſiaftical ſtate was to be 
dations: Religion and Loaylty both running 
in their ancient current, 

Thirdly, They ſhall fear the- Lord and his 
goodneſs : not onely tremble before: him, 
[who 1s the Lord, that did exert his power 
in theirdeftruQion ; bur ſhall much more 
reyere his goodneſs, that did flow out in 
liverance, f | Sebi 

Now theſe being not onely- prophe 
what in that tid na F uk 
onely duties what they were. to doe,. but 
alſo counſels and direfions immediately 
from God what they were beſt to doe, the 
onely prudent and ſafe courſe according 


ſtate of theirs is not an unconcerning;/pro-- 
{pe& at this ſcafon, which is the Amniver- 


ſhall lay them ſo before you, andthe xe- 
flexion on them in our practice ſhall make 
the application. | 


Which is the ſecond. lng cn0y were to | 
ſetled, fo the ſecular too upon its juitfoun-|. 


ſuch plentitul miraculous expreſles of de-| 


ro the policies of heaven; the direct view| 
of thele particulars in reference to - that] 


ſary of an equal return ; and therefore I| 


VB B 2 1. They 


— 
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3. They ſhall feek the Lord their Gods my 
Giſt part, —_ the Lord's prime dire&ion 
for the repairing of a broken Nation. Nei- 
ther indeed can any other courſe be taken, 
for till we have na him, while he 
does bide his face, nothing but darkneſs 
dwells upon the land , or if any light. do 

break our, 'ris bar the kindlings of his an- 
ger: fo he expreſles,Deut.3 1.17. This people 
will forſake me and break my Covenant ; then my 
anger fhall be kindled a nai them, and I will 
forſake them, and hide my face from them , and 
they ſhall be devoured, and many evils and trou- 
bles ſhall befall them, þ that they will ſay in that 
day, 4Are nat theſe evils come upon us becauſe 
onr God is not amongſt us * This abſence is 
onely another word for defolation : Be thou | 
. |inflrubted, 0 Jeruſalem, ſaith God by Jeremy, 
c. 6. 8. left my foul depart from thee, and I moke | 
thee defolate, a land not Finbabized: Asif wirh- 
out him there were nothing elſe bur ſoli- | 
eade in Cirics and in Courts, and all were | 
deſert where he docs not dwell. Ycathere 
_ [ts fomething beyond defolation, Hof. 9. | 
12, 32. As for Ephraim, their glory ſhall flee | : 
away like a bird from the birth and from the | 


womb, 


—— 
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womb, and from the- ping: though they 
up their children, yet will 1 bereave them 


02) ni oomhprdee en man, I77 "mn i 9 yea 
= to them when T depart from them, m_ it 

needs be ſo; for let our ftate be 
o Caro, if Codbe not departed, roy 
[comfort in it, and a deliverer —_ If 
We are in the dragons, ence 
will make et and although we| 
be covered with the ſhadow of death, 1f che 
light of his Countenance break in, weare| 
in glory; and the brightneſs of that will 
ſoon damp and ſhine out the fiery trial. | 
Bur if the Lord depart, then there is no re- 
demprion poſhble :. Gad hath forſaken him, 


deliver him, Pfa71.11. But if there werede-| 
liverance ſome other ct the want of | 
ops o ceis anevil, 1 a6 nothing in: 
.the whole world can make good- thepre-| 
ſence of an angel in his ftcad, does nor. | 
When the Lord faid to 1jrael, T willnot go up 
inthe mid]} of thee, but Twill fend an-Angel with | * 
thee, and drive out the Amorite,the Hittite, 8c. | * 
Yet when the people heard theſe evil tidings, they * 
nei, nd rom di a | 
ES B 3. Exod.| 


perſecute him and take him, for there is none to| - s 4 


NN C——_ 
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| Exod.33.4. Nay more; I ſhall not ſpeak a 
contradifion if I ſhall ſay,that the moſt in- 
| timate preſence of rheGodhead does not ſup- 


 |ply God's abſence; and ſuch a ſmall with- 


drawing of himſelf as may conſiſt with| 
being united hypoſtatically, was roo much for| 
him to: bear who was Immanuel, when he 
complained God was not with him: I mean our 
Saviour on the Croſs. He, who although 
he did beſcech againſt his cup with fer- 
vencies that did breath out in heats of 
blosdy ſweat, with agonies of prayer ; yet when 
he fell down under ir, did chearfully ſub- 
mit to it, ſaying, Not my will, but thy will be 
done ; yet when God hides himſelf, he does 
. |expoſtulare with him, crying out, My God, 
my God, wby haft thou forſaken me * Fits God 
could no more forſake him, then  himſelf| 
could © be not himſelf : and yet the appre- 
henſion of that which could not be was 
even inſufferable to him, tro whom no-| 
thing could be inſufferable. He ſeems to 
feel a very contradiction while he bur 
ſeems to feel the want of the Lord's preſence. 
Such is the ſad importance of God's not 
being with us ; and this ſame inſtance tells 
us 


. 


{betwixt him and himſelf, and made that 


[16.59. 3, 2. Bebold, the Lord's hand is. mor 
| /hortned that it' cannot ſave, nor bis ear heavy 


| bear. His 
know, but when Wickedneſs over-ſpreadsf 
a people, thoſe deeds of darkneſs put out the| 
light of bis countenance. His hand although 


ty builds ſuch a wall of ſeparation as does 


PE FUE 


us what drives him away. *Twas ſinthat 
he withdrew from then: Chrift- did but 
take on him our guilt, and upon thatthe 
Lord forſook him: God could no moreen- 
dure to behold wickedneſs in him, then 
the Sun could to ſee God ſuffer , Iniquiry 
eclips'd them both, and fin did ſeparace 


perſon who was God cry out, My God, my 


doe the ſame betwixt God and a people. 


that it cannot hear ; but your iniquities have 
ſeparated between you and your God, and your 
fins have hid his face from you, that he will not 
face is clothed with light, we 


it be not ſhortned, yet it contratts and | 
it ſelf, not ——_—_ and withhold his 


mercies from them, bur to{mite: Iniqui- 


ſhut out omnipreſence, andmakes him\who 


is every where, not be-with ſuch a people; 


—— _— 


God,why haſt thou forſaken me ? And it will 
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ÞExod.20. 


2, 43. 


F Pſal.42.4. 


*Pſal.31.20. 
f Jer.17.12. 
8 14.21. 


* Pſal. 74-7. 


Plal. 74. 


Ver.3. 
| N 


6. 


|fices to ceale. The place appointed for 


4 


not be in hearing of their needs; for when| 
their {ins do cry, noprayers can be heark- | 
ned to; he will not bear you, ſaith the Pro- 
phet. And that gives us the very xpias of 
the Lord's departure from a people, and 
the manner of it. 

He is taking away his peace and mer- 
cies from a Nation when he will hear. no 
prayers for it; and He declares that he will 
hear no prayers when he wirhdraws once! 


from his houſe of prayer, and makes his of- 


theſe offices, the Sanfiuary, he calls, we| 
know, the tabernacle of * meeting , that is, 
where he-would * meet his yoraries, and 
hear and bleſs them; calls ir his © houſe, 
his * dwelling-place, his court, his * preſence, and 
his * throne: and if fo, when he is not to 
be found in theſe, when he no longer dwels 
[Nor meets in them, we may be ſure that 


he hath left. the land. The Pſalmiſt, when 
|he does complain men had done evil in the 
 Santtuary, the adverſaries roared in the midſ} 
of the Congregations, and ſet up their banners 
there for trophies ; they broke down all the car- 


ved work thereof with axes and hammers, and| - 
LE _— al 


a Fo" VR dd addi, 


<9 


| had defiled: the. dwelling. places of | God's name 


of God in the land ; he does ſuppole that 

| God was then departed when they: had left 

| him 10 abiding place: and therefore he crics 

' out, 0 God,wherefore art thou abſent from us ſo 
ft 


Bur 'tis not only upon theſc4nalogies Lbuild 
this method of departure; we ſhall finde 
 exaRtly in Ezekiel's Viſion of thar cale to 
; which my Text referres: ic beg 
' And the glory of the God of Iſrael (i.e. the ſhi-| 
ning cloud, the token of his preſence in 

 SanFtuary, ) went up from the Cherub whereupon 
be Was, to the threſhold of the Flouſe,as going 
out ; and then ver.$. he-does refuſe ro be| 
_ |entreated for the land : after 'that ch.10. 
18. The glory went from off the threſhold to 
the midſt of the City ; and chap. 11.23. it went 


_— 


and ſo away : And then nothing bur de-| 
_  folation dwelt upon the land,-uncil the 
counſel of my Texr. was followed, arid: 
they did /eek the Lord their God: :for:then 
'the glory did return into the Sanctuary juſt: 


even to the ground, and burnt up all the houſes 


long * Remember Sion where - thou haſt dwelt. | 


ins chap.9.3:| 


from thence to the: mountain without the City; | 


as it-went away, as you\ may find ir ch.43. | 
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| ſakes a people, and for what, thar does di- 


[is in vain to ſeek him bur in bis own waies, 


And having ſeen when and bow God for- 


ret us how to ſeek bim, and it is thus; 
When men forlake thoſe paths in which; 
they did not onely erre and goe aſtray, but 
did walk contrary to God, fo that they did 
forlake each other ; and do retarn, walk in 
his waies, the waies of bis Commandments, and 
return alſo to his Church, and ſeek him in 
his houſe, fall low before his foorſtool, begge 
of him to meet in his tabernacle, renew his | 
Worſhip, and all invications of him to re- 
turn into his dwelling-place. For {ure as 


nor can we hope to meer him but in his 
Tabernacle of meeting ; ſo alfo Scripture calls 
both theſe to ſeek the Lord, and promiſes 
to both the finding him. To the firſt, Dext. 
429,30. If from thy tribulation thou ſhalt ſeek 
the. Lord thy God, thou ſhalt find him,. if thou 
feek him with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
if thou twrn to the Lord thy God, and ſhalt be 
obedient unto bis cooice. And to the ſecond, 
[Jer- 29. x2. ſpeaking of this ſad ſtate to 
which my Text relates, Then ſhall ye calf 


ap0e me, and ye foal 20 and pray unto me ; and. 


—_W— 


I will bearken 10140 you.,,. Dk RT, 
you, ſaith the Lord, and1 will turn away your 
[could you- inſt 
” ps Ge all bis paar, eu feek the | 
Lord: bur rar uy erm q [ 
vid, he ſhall be che great. explication, as 5 
was the'prafice of this duty-ia both,ſen-|! 1 
ſes. In the former, 119. Plal. 1 bave fought-| 
thy Commandments above gold or preciaws ſtone ; | 
more then that which does make and'does} 
adorn my Crown, then that which furniſhes| 
all the neceſStties and all the pomps: of Royalty. 
And for theother, Pal 63. 1,2. ABuey” Gad,thou 
art my God,early will I ſeek thee * my ſoul thirft- 
eth for thee, my fleſh longeth for A dry 
and thirſty land where-no water is : To fee thy 
power and thy glory, ante thee in the | 
Sanfluary. His very words _ a Ke 
bour too, and he does ſeek expre <—_ 
us how be ſeeks. nog 7 iſ 
palate that jel ſo oft ya imperuou 
are in his foul; it harh a pious fore which 
cannot be allay'd burby > io _ of bis| 
foud to God inthe Temple, by breathing out 
irs heats in his devotion offices. Nay more, | 
be longs, hath that know not whether ap- 


"G0 _ petite, | 


__—_—— 
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Plal.42.4. 


| petite, or .paſion;. which is. not. to. be wnder- 
ftood, bur onely ſuffered.; to which all the 
' unreaſonable rviolences which paſſion can be 
heated into, all the defaillances nature can be 
oppreſt into, are natural ; it is the bodies Ex- 


|tafre. Now this. he had towards the wor- 


ſhip of the Sanfuary ; his very fleſh found | 
rapture inthoſe exerciſes, and when he was 
in a barren and dry land, was driven from 
the plenties of a Court, and from the glories 
of a throne into a deſert ſolitude, he nd 
no other wants but of God's houſe; did 
mind, pant, and long after nothing elle, did 
neither thirſt for his zeceſſities,nor long for 
his own. Crown, but for the Tabernacle only. 
And beſides the Religion of this, he had rea- 
ſon of State too to be thus affected ; this 
was the beſt means to engage his Subjects 
ro him and ſecure his Throne. He knew, it. 


by eftabliſhing God's worſhip and by going with 
the multitude, as he did ule, to the cxerciſes 
of it; if by royal example and encouragements 
of vertue, and by diſcountenancing and cha- 
/tiſing impicty, by doing as he did profels 
to doe Pl: 101. (that direfory for a Court) 


he could people his land with holy living, and 


his 


G7 


his Temple with boly-Worfhip ; be knew by 
ſhould ene have TEL 
hirti/and at peace with themſelves. If Weehes 
will ſeek their God, then they will jeek- their 
King The Lord faw this dependence; 


be taken. The Maſter of our Politicks.diſcer- 
ned'it too, and therefore does adviſe that 
the farſt nd chicfeſt publick cares ſhould 
be about thin 
profcſhon my it being TUDER UNEv a 12.70 Xbi- 
vorids C 100 oay Ep410 cer, the cement of of Com- 
munities, and the very foundation of all Lin 
tive, and indeed all power in the Magiltrat 


TH & ATE Qroras, * tis 4 mo efficacious philtre, 
C charm, a Gordian knot of kindneſs. And as a. 
Jew obſerved of their own Nation, 8 
ular ew E F aviiw SE Et Ned, X, Tels 


( 


[en unSey MHA? 29pm, K5N tgor Co nor 
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and the fame opinions of God, and not to differ 
in their rites from one another, - breeds the beſt 
| eftions. When on the 


harmony in mens- affe 


gations,though the moſt 


other fide no obli 


and therefore counſelled this courſe ſhould | 


s of Religion, char and the ſame| 


and it the people 01x TiATeor Wuounrra ror C fi 


To. have ons! 


them in obedi-| 


Acile Poly 


Jokph.l, | 


þ 
' 
2 
} 
; 


'f zonal and” divine, will _ 


_encEt. 
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| (14) 


hv and peace, if their ambitions or mte- 
reſts look another way : and if at any time 
preſent advantage, or an expeFtation, or ſome 
paſſion do' encline them to feek David their | 
King; yer the appearance of a change of 
Intereft, that expeation defeated, or a 
croſs animoſity will burſt thoſe bonds , un-) 
leſs Religion and Communion in Worſhip help 
_ [to twiſt them. David had had experience 
| of this. | =: 
| Abner knew of God's oath to David thar 

after Saul he ſhould be King over all Iſrael, 
bur he was otherwile concerned, and there- 
fore he made 1/hbeſheth King, maintained | 
| |a long anda ſore warre even againſt what 
he knew God was engaged to bring abour, 
and made himfelf ſtrong for the houſe of Saul, 
| |z Sam. 2,3. ch. Bur when a quarrel happe- 
ned berwixt T1/pboſhethand him, then, So doe 
God to Abner and more alſo, except as the Lord 
| hath fworn to David, even ſo I doe tohim, to 
ſet up the throne of David over 1jrael and over | 
Judah. And he ſent Meſſengers to him ſaying, 
Whoſe #s the land * make but thy league with 
me. cC.3.9,10,11,12. Do bur look forward, 
jand you find when Abner was cut off, and 


Hſhbe- 
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der, then they came ts David, i] 
we are thy bone and thy fleſh, and the Lord jaid 

to thee, Thowſhalt feed my people Ijrael, 05.1.2 
They knew all char before, yer would not 
ler him doe it, cll they had no other lea- 
der. | Nay, when'they had done that, by 
Abſalom's in{inuations (wbo in a way. of 
treacherous piry did inſtill diſlikes againſt 

the government, and did remonſtrate in| 
good | wiſhes, as lome men do in prayers , 
£.15.3,4) chey were all drawn inco rebel- 
lion againſt chis David, and made him flie 
- [out ofche land, and became Subjects to 
| [rhar Abſalom. When he was dead indeed 
they ſpeak of bringing back the King, C- 19-{ 
10. and when his own Judah had done ir, | 
quarrell'd ver. 43- becauſe-char their advice} 


thing buc rheix ſervice, for, Have we eaten|, 
| at all of the Kings coft, or hath he given us any| 
viſe? ay chey,ver. 42. yer rae! is angry, be 
cauſe he came not back upon their ſcore, 
| forichey forſooth have ten parts in him, v.43 
and yer the next day every'man of - Ifrael 


et 
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I Kings 12, 
16. 


{from ſeeking God at Jeruſalem, he was. ſecure; 


in David, Sheba a man of Belial, ch. 20. 1. 
Thus no allegiance, no tie however ſacred 
and divine will hold them who follow ! 
not upon God's ſcore. Nay at the laſt, be- 
cauſe that Rehoboam would not eale their 
raxcs, all Tſrael cry out, What portion have we 
in David? ſee to thine own houſe, David. And 
ro make this ſeceſſion perperual (which all | 
the former did not prove) Jeroboam did ule | 
no other policy, but ro change the Worſhip| 
and the Prieſts: He knew he ſhould divide 


their hearts and Nations for ever, when 
he had altered once the Service and the 


Officers; . and if he could bur keep them 


they would not ſeek David their King. And 
ſo it proved. Now the Lord to preventdi- 
viſions had provided ſo farre Uniformity in 
his worſhip, that he required a fingle U-: 
nity; and that it might be bur in one manner, 
he ler it be but in one. place. | 

And truly, when men once depart from | 
Uniformity, what meaſures can they ſer 
chemſclves of changing ? what ſhall con- 
fine or put ſhores to them ? what 'prin-, 


ciple can they proceed upon which ſhall 
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ze them coſtay any where'? and wh! 
er dieidows | Þ DE ts infigice as —_ 
hanſies? And'though, when thoſe are, 
[am in circumſtancial things, thoſe who 
are ſtrong, and know them to be ſuch, are 
no otherwiſe concerned to- contend for! 
them then on Authorities behalf, (co which 
every change is a Convulſion fitt, ) and'on; 
| the account of decency, and of com-: 
Pliance with the univerſal Church : yer, 
, when others do dogmatize, and put conſci- 
, ence in the not deing them, and ſtand at ſuch 


a diſtance from them as to chuſe Schifme,} 
Diſobedience, and Sedition rather , and there-| ' 


fore |\muſt needs Jook upon damnation in| 


them; theſe differences make as great a] 


| gulfe | and chaſme as that which does divide | 1 


| Dives from Abraham's 


Hands lifted up together in che Temple| 
they will joyn and claſp :-and ſo Religion 
docs fulfill irs name 4religands,binds Prince 


— ——— 


ſeek David their King, God's next direction, | 


> | Luk.16.26. 
ive boſome. It is one| 
| God, one Faith, one Worſhip rnakes hearts one. | 


and Subjects all together ; and they who} 
thus| do ſeek the Lord their God, will alſo] 


and /my ſecond part.  ' 


it 
_ 5 


2. And]. 
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2. And here three things offer them- 
ſelves, a King, their King, and David their | 
King. 

Lam not here to reada Lefture of State 
policy upon a vie of Governments ; why 
ſeek a King, not any other ſort of Govern- 
ment ; and why their King, one that al 
ready was ſo by the right of Succeſſion, not 
whom addreſſes or elefion ſhould make ſo. 
And m_—_ I think 'twere caſie to demon-: 
ſtrate onely Monarchy had ever a divine or 
natural original, and that ele&ive Monarchy 

is. moſt unſafe and burthenſome, full of dan- 
|gerous and uneaſie conſequences, and this | 
ſo mucho fight, that choice for the moſt 

art bounds it ſelf, proves but a ceremony 
of Succeſſion : yet this I need not doe, for, 
L am dealing with the Jews, who had 
God's judgement in the caſe, and his ap- 
pointment too;-and to me that is argument 
I} enough. And when God hath declar'd, for 
| Prov.28.2. | the tranſgreſSions of a land many are the Prin- 
| [ces thereof ; many at once, as in a Common- 
wealth, or many ſeveral families-\ucceſhively, 
for ſo God reckons alſo one'or many ; tis 
ſtill, we ſee, David their King, while 'tis in 
| David's. 


a ; 
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| | (19) J 
David's line, and ſothe King does truly-ne-, © 
ver die, while his race lives. -If either of 
theſe many be God's puniſhment, for.che 
fins of a land, I will not ſaythatthey who 
love the many Princes love the tranſgre 
which God plagues ſo; but I wil 
they who do chuſe that. which. God, 
his plague, that yore for his mengeance, 
and with great ſtrife and hazard take his 
indignation by force, | can but pity them in 
their own options and enjoyments: - bur, 
| O my ſoul, enter not thou into their counſels. 
| As for ſeeking their King, I ſhall content 
my ſelf with chat which Calvin ſates upon 
the words; Nam aliterruere &: ex animo Deum 
querere non potuit, quin (eetiam ſubjiceret legi-| 
timo imperio cui ſubjeius erat : For they could 
not otherwiſe truly and with all their beart ſeek 
God, except they did fubje&t themſelves to his | 
Government to whom they did of right belong 
as Subje&s. And I ſhall adde that = who 
do forſake their King, will ſoon forſake their| 
God. The * Rabbines ſay it more {everely b.. = 
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oy 0.32.1,5. 


' | Kingdome of Heaven, and the Santi 


| [ver.7. Ir ſeems, to curb impiety is the 


of Jrael, that they at once rejefted three things, 
the Kingdome of the houſe of David, and the 
wary. And 
truly, if we do conſult that State from the 
beginning, we ſhall find that when they 
were without their King, they alwaies were 
without their God. | 
| Moſes was the firſt King i Jeſhurun, and 
he was onely m_ into the Mount for 
forty daies, and they ſet up a golden Calf ; 
they make themſelves a God # they want 
him whom the Lord makes {o, as he does 
the Magiſtrate : if they have not a Prince, 
that Ex» wwwvges Koo, living Image of God, |. 
then they muſt have:an 1dol. When Moſes 
his next fuccefior was dead, weread that | 
the man Micah had an houſe of Gods, and con- 
ſecrated-one of his fons to be his Prieſt : and 
truly he might make his Prieſt who made 
bis Deities. And the account of this is gi- 
'ven, In thoſe daies there was no-King in Iſrael, 
7nd.17.5,6. The very fame is ſaid ch.18.1. 
ro preface the Idolatry of the Tribe of Dax. 
There was no beir of reſtraint, as it is worded 


Princes Inheritance, which till it be ſap- 


preſt, 


] 


: _— 0090 Ty <p, Avent Fr _— RE one oo oo as” 1 EN RET 
# T : ” 5 * CN "7:8 ae 6 4 EE ? 
. - - Fr 
TORS 
” Y a 
« "10 
"ſt 5 
a Py Er 
. 
£ » £ 


preſt, he hath not whar he is heir co. Bur 
Vice. will know no boundaries if there be 


and fence againſt it: for if we reade on 
chere, 19, 20, 21 ch, we ſhall find thoſe 
diſmal tragedies of Luſt and Warre, the one 
of which did fin to death the Levites wife; 
the other, beſides 40000. lain of them 
who had a righteous cauſe, and whom God 
did bid fight, deſtroyed alſo a Tribe in 
Iſrael: thele all ſprang from the ſame oc- 
|calion, for ſo the ſtory cloſes ir, In thoſe 
daies there was no King in Iſrael, ch.21.25. 

Juſt upon this, when God in their ne- 
ceffiries did raife them Judges, that is, 
Kings, read all cheir ſtory, you will find to 
almoſt every ſeveral Judge there did ſac- 
cced a ſeveral Idolacry : God ftill complai- 
ining, the children of Tjrael did evil again after 
the death of ſuch an one, till he raiſed them. 
another. Thoſe 450. years being divided 
all. berwixt their Princes and their 7ols. 


After them Jeroboam, he that made the 


Prince, hath got no other charater from 
God but this, che * Man that did make Iſrael 


no King, whoſe ſword is the onely mound | 


great ſeceſsion- of that people from their |* 
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to ſin, at once againſt God and againſt their 
King. Yea upon this account .they .arc 
reckon'd by God to fin after both their 7o- 
latry and State were ended, when their calves 
and their Kingdome were deſtroyed. Ezek.4. 
4, 5. the Lord docs bid the Propher lie 6 
his left fide 3 90+ daies, to bear the miquity of 
Iſrael according to the number .of the years of 
their iniquity. But this was more then the 
years of their State, which. were onely 255. 
390 years indeed there were betwixt the 
falling off of the ten Tribes, and the de- 
lice of Jeruſalem by the King of Babel ; 
bur thoſe ten Tribes were gone, their King- 
dome perfectly deſtroy'd above 130. years 
before : bur their iniquity was not, it ſeems, 
that does outlive their Stare, ſo long as that 
God's Temple that King's houſe did ſtand from 
which they did divide. As if Seditious and 
Schiſmaticks f1n longer then they are, even 
while they are whom they do fin againſt 
in ſeparating from. | 

'Tis true,there was an Ahaz and Manaſſeh 
in the houſe of David, but Hezekiab and Jo- 
fiah did fucceed. Miſchief did not appear 
entail 4 on Monarchy, as 'tis upon rebellion and 
_ having 
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having no Xing. It does appear their Kings 
were guards KA to God-and his Religion, 
the great defendors of his Faith-and Worſhip. 
God and the Prince for the moſt-part ſtood 
and fell together : Therefore S. Paul did 
afterwards adviſe to pray-for Kings, that we 
might live in. godlineſs and honeſty ; and ſtill 
[they were the ſame who ſought the Lord 
their God, and David the King. 

\ But why David their King ? for could his 
Kingdome diſappear and be to ſeck; of 
whom the Lord. had ſaid, have ſworn once 
by my Holineſs, I'will not fail David * Plal.$g. 
And his Throne therefore was as ſure as 
God is holy. But yer the Lord had faid.to 
che people: of Iſrael, If ye doe wickedly, ye ſhall 
be deftroyed both you and your King. | here are 
| other ſins beſides Rebellion and Treaſon that 


murder Kings and Governments. Thoſe] 


that ſupporr their Ills by. their dependen- 
cies, and uſe great ſhadows for a ſhelter to 
rapacity, opprelsion, or licences, or any cry- 
ing wickednels ; - theſe prove Traitors to 
Majeſty and themſelves, ſtrike ar the root of 
that under which they took covert, feltthar 


ngs| 


and cruſh themſelves. National vices _—_ 
Ss | all 
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| Pſal.89.49. 


Ifa.5.16. 


| 


_ [rhemſelves in that that's /acred. Nay theſc 


Where are thy old loving kindneſſes which they 


be ſanFified in judgement = them. Yea, up- 


all Treaſon in them, and every combination 
in ſuch ſins is a Conſpiracy. If univerſal pra- 
Rice palliate them, we do nor ſee their 
ſtain, it may be, think them ſlight; buc 
their complexion is purple : Common blood is 
not deep enough to colour them, they die 


do ſeem to ſpread contagion to God, as if 
they would not let the Lord be holy, nor 
ſuffer that to be which be ſwore by bis ho- 
linefs ſhould be : for the Pſalmift cries our, 


ſwareſt unto David? Bur ſurc ſome of God's 
oaths will ſtand , if not thoſe of his kind- 
neſs, choſe will by which he ſwears the ry- 
ine of ſuch ſtnners, and God that is holy will 


on more then the offenders, for the guilty| 
themſelves are not a ſacrifice equal to ſuch 
—_— offences, Innocent Majeſty muſt 
leed for them too; If you doe wickedly, you 
ſhall be deſtroy'd both you and your King. T bus 
when God would remove Judah out of his 
fight, good Joſiah muſt fall; and the ſame! 
makes them be to ſeek David their King. 
But how David their King, when 'twas 
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Zorobabel? tor with Theophylaf and others 
I conclude he muſt be meant in the firſt 
literal importance of the words. 
Ic was the cuſtome of moſt Nations 
from ſome great eminent Prince to name 
all rhe Succelhon, ſo at once to ſuggeſt his 
Excellencies to his followers, and to make 
his glory live. Now without doubt David 
was Heroe enough for this, and his valour 
alone ſufficient ro ground the like pra- 
| tice upon. And though we do nor find 
that done, yer we do find his piety and his 
| uprightneſS made the ſtandard by which that 
of his Succeflors is meted. Of one tis ſaid 
| he walked in the waies of David his father ; of 
another, be did that which was right in the 
fight of the Lord, but not like unto David his 
father. And becauſe David went aſide, and 


fore it is ſaid, The Lord was with Jehoſhaphat, 
becauſe he walkt in the firſt waies of his father 
David. Bur beſides this, his very name is 
_ to two, Zorobabel, and the Mef$iab ; 
oth which were to be the reftorers of their 

cople: the one from Sin and Hell, to re- 


"Hr 


was upright with an Exception, once there-| 


2Chro. 34.24 
2 King.14.3, 


2Chro.17.3. 


eſtabliſh the K3ngdowe of heaven ic (elf; the 
2s ES E other 


—_— 


DR AA DEA EPL No AY bo ar ts er 


(26) 


other to deliver his people from Babel, and 
to repair a broken Nation and demolifh'd Tem 
ple. And for this work God bids them ſeek 
David their King. 
The waies from Babel to Jeruſalem, from 
the Confuſion of a people to a City that #s «t|: 
unity in-it felf, the City of God where he appears 
in perfef} beauty, and where the throne of the 
houſe of David is, mauſt be the firſt waies of 
David: in thoſe he walk'dto Stan,and did 


- inveſt his people in God's promiſes, the whole | | 


land of Canaan. In thoſe Zorobabel brought 
chem back to that land and Siax. And in 
theſe our Meſfiah leads us to Mount Sinn 
that is above, tothe celeſtial Jeruſalem , does| 
build an wniverſal Church and heaven it ſelf. 
And all that have the like to doe muſt 


| walk in thoſe firſt waies, fulfill that part of! 


David, and muſt copy Chrift. Such the re- 
pairers of great breaches muſt be; rhele 
are the wates to ſettle Thrones, the onely 
waies in which we may find the goodneſF- 
of the Lord; which to fear is the third di- | 
rection, and my laſt part, 
They fhall fear the Lord and his goodneſs. 
3.. Thar Jjrael who came but now ont | 
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'of the furnxce ſhould fear the Lord 


{mir a rape upon our faculries ,. and being 


wrath did kindle it, whole juſtice they had 
found ſuch a conſuming fireas to make the 
Temple” it (elf a Sacrifice, and the whole 
Nation 2 burnt-offering , is reaſonable. to 


all this, ro require them to fear that, does 
ſeem hard. That that which 
when it is once apprehended does com- 


caſted melts the hearr, and cauſes difſolu- 
tion of foul through ſwoons of compla- 


CY, 


dread and trembling, is moſt ſtrange. Indeed 


that he may be feared ; for were there nor, 
| we ſhould grow deſperate : bur how to fear 


neſs and truth, keepi 
[ fer 


choſe mercies is not _ "Tis trus,when 
God made his goodne before Moſes 
ſhewed him the ah it, as he face! 
in thoſe moſt comfortable artribures, the 
ſight of which is beatifick Viſion, Exod.3 4. | 
6, 8&c. The Lord, the Lord God meraful and 
gracious, long-ſufſering, and abundant in good- 


T chax 


expect : but when his goodneſs had repair d| 


cency, that this ſhould be received with | - 


Pſal.130.4.. 
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which follows there be parr of ir, forgiving | 
fin, and that will by no means clear the guilty, 
| viſiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation ; 
| if this be one ray of the glory of goodneſs, 
if it dart out ſuch beams, alas, 'tis as de-| 
vouring as the lake of fire, his very goodneſs 
ſtabs whole ſucceſſions at once, and. the| 
guilry may tremble ar. it for themaſclyes| 
and their poſteriry. Bur if thoſe words 
doe mean as we tranſlate thoſe very 
words, Jer.46.28. I will not leave thee alto-| 

ether unpuniſh'd, yet will not utterly cut off, 
, ork Win end of the guilty, ate: 
viſit iniquities upon the children, but will 
leave them a remnant ſtill; chea there is 
nothing dreadful in it, bur thoſe very vi- 
fitartons have kindneſs in them,. and his 
rod: comforts, and this iſſue of his good- 
 Inels allo is not terrible but lovely. To 
fear God's goodneſs therefore is to. revere it, 
to entertain it with a piows aſtoniſhment, 
acknowledging themſelves unworthy of 
the crums of ir, eſpecially not daring to 
provoke it by ſurfeting, or. by preſuming on 
ic, or by. abuſing it to ſerve ill ends, or any 

| other 
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other then God ſent. ir- for, thoſe- of piety) | 
and obedience : not roccomply with which, | 
is to- defeat God's kindneſs, 'and the de-| * 
ſigns of ir. 1f when. they ſought the Lord, 
he was found of them, and came to his 
dwelling-place onely to be forc'd: thence 
again by cheir abominations ;-/if when his 
goodneſs had reſtor'd all ro them, they 
had David their King but to conſpire againſt, 
an Altar onely ro pollute, and a Temple-to| 
ſeparate from, as Manaſſes the Prieſt, San- 
ballat's ſon in law, with his accomplices 
did doe; this were both to- affront and+ to 
renounce that goodneſs, which above all| 
things chey muſt dread the doing : for if| 
this be offended too, ruine is irreverſible ; 
there is no otherattribute in God a finner: 
can fly to with any hope. His Holineſs 
cannot behold iniquity, his Juſtice ſpeaks no- 
'thing but condemnation: to guilt, his Power 
without kindneſs: is but ommipotent deſtru- 
fon ; bur if we have his Geodneſs on our 
fide, we have: an Advocate in his own bo- 
fome that will bear up againſt the reſt, for;| 
| his mercy # over all his attributes as well as-| 
. | Torks : but if this: alſo: be: exaſperaredi, 
| E 3 and ft 
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 [rour. we are to dread, his kindnels more 


and kindneſs grow ſevere, there is no te- 
fuge in the Lord, no ſhadow: of him to 
take Sanftuary under; for there is no- 
thing to allay the anger of his Compaſſion 
and Bognty. This ſure is the extremeſt rer- 


then. his ſeverity and wrath ; we have an 
ancidote, a buckler againſt theſe, bur none 
againſt the other if ir be provok'd ; and if 
dignation, 'tis unquenchable flame and ever- 
lafting burning. Therefore when God hath 
done all things that he can doe or they 


the Lord and bu goodneſs. 
My Text and { have ſpokeall this while 


to the Fews: nor do I know whether I 


ſo direaly point at us. The —_— of 
this day need nor the foil of thoſe calami- 
ties from which this day redeem'd, to ſer 
them off: Or you may read them in my. 
Prophet here, and our own guiles will 
its roo fad a Comment on his Text, 
who were more barbarous Aſſyrians to our 


- 


the heats of love take fire and riſc into in-| 
can wiſh, then moſt of all chey muſt fear| 


need to addreſs any other way, all this did| 


Fa 


ſelves. We alſo were withour a Prince and 
OE Without 
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| Without Sacrifice , had neither King, 
Church, nar Offices, becauſe we our ja 
deftroy'd chem, and that we mighc 
| [have them had exgeg'd or covenanted againſt 

them; ty'd to our miſerics fo, that with- 
out perjury we could neither be without 
then, nor yet bave them. As we had broke 
chrough all our ſacred oaths to invade and 
uſurp calamity and guile, ſo neither could 


nor 
q 


this were not enough to make us be with- 
bad defitd bis dwelling places to the 91 


and by his ancient gifts of remove weas 
certainly ” There was indeed excee- 
| [ding much Religion among us, yer,God 


| nute profeſſions, that 'twas divided into 


every fingle profefior was a whole multi 
tude of Sefis. And in this cumu{t; this riot. 
of faiths, if the jon of Max ſhould have come, 
could '/he have found any faith in the land ? 


——— 


we repent without breach of Vows. If} 


out 4 God too, then to drive him away we| 


knows, almoſt none at all, while Chrifti- | 
|anity was crumbled into ſo many, fo mi-| 


lictle nothings, and- even loft in a crowd| 
of it ſelf; while cach man was a-Church,| 


Vertue was out of countenance and pra-| 


mm 
-— 


-—- 


(32) 


| 


Etice, while proſperous and happy Villa- 
ny uſurp'd its name, while Loyalty, and 
conſcience of oaths, and duty were moſt 
unpardonable crimes, tro which. nothing 


ſonal crimes, thele have a politick capacity) 


| tion of their graces: And on the other (ide, |- 


but ruine was an equal paniſhment-; and 


[all choſe guilcs that make the laft times | 


perillous, Blaſphemy, diſobedience, truce-break- 
ings and Treaſons , Schiſms and Rebellions, 
with all their diſmal conſequences and 
appendages, (for theſe are not ſingle, per- 


all thefe.did not onely walk. in the dreſs 
of picry, and under holy Masks, bur were 
themſelves rhe very form of Godlinefs, by 
which *rwas conſtituted and diſtinguiſhed, rhe 
Signature of a party of Saints, LA Conſtella-| 


the dereſtation of ſuch hypocriſie made; 
others Libertines and Atheifts ; while ſeeing 
men ſuch holy counterfeirs, fo violent in 
afting, and equally engag'd for every falſe| 


Religion, made them conclude there was 


[none true, or in earneſt, And allthis was| 


becauſe we were without our King ; for 'twas 
rhe onely Intereſt of all thole uſurpations 
that were to contrive and preſerve it thus. 


And 


PE 


p—— 


And when we had relfd thus throw 
every form of Government, ro 
mov'd every ſtone, and rais'd: cach ſtone 
to ther of the Mount, but - every” one 
| ill rumbled down again, and ours like 
Sifphus's labour was like to have no end, 
onely reftleſs and various Calamity; Ne: 
ceſliry then counſelld us, and: we appli- 
ed to God's direRions in' the” Text, | 
know not whether in- his mechod, buc it 
is plain we did ſeek David our King. 
w heart is towards the Governours I "ox 


hat offer d themſelves willingly among the people : 


fee the King in his beauty, and peace upon 
ral, and may their Names be bleſt in 
cheir polterities for evermore. We fought 
him with the violent impatiences of ne- 
ceſsirous and furious defires, and our eyes, 
that had even faild with looking for bim, 
did even fail with looking: on him, as 


upon 1/- , 


Judg.5.9. 


beſo the Lord : yea, Thow,0 Lord, bleſs them. | 
May all the bleſſings which this was the 
birth day of, all char my Text encloſes, all 
the coodueſs of the Lord, be the ſure por-| 
tion _ chem and their Families ; may they 


impotent and as- unfarisfied 'in-our fp- | 


i 8 1t10NsS 


irions as expectations; and he was enter- 
|tain'd with as many tears as pray'd for; 
if as one whom not our Intereſts alone, but 
lj . | our guilts had endear'd to us, and ourtears: 
| he was as neceflary to us as repentance, 
as without whom it was impoſhble for 
us to repent and return from choſe impi- 
cties to him, of ufurping his rights, of exi- 
ling, of murthering him by wants, becauſe 
we could not doe it by the Axe or Sword ; 
| without him *rwas impoſsible for us to 
; {give over the committing theſe; and the 
tears that did welcome him were one of 
our beſt lavers to waſh oft- that blood that 
we had pull'd upon our ſelves. One en- 
dear'd allo to us by God's moſt miracu- 
lous preſervations of him forus: We can- 
not look upon his life but as the iſſue of 
| prodigious bounty, ſnatch'd by immedi- 
ate Providence out of the gaping jaws of 
tyrannous, uſurping, murtherous malice, 
| merely co keep him for our needs, and: for 

| this day : One whom God had traind up}. 
|and manag'd for us, juſt as he did pre- 
2 Sam.5.4, pare David their King, at thirty years of 
age to take poſſeſsion of that Crown which 
| God; 


| _ (34) 
Wl ag 
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ya 
pare him for Canaan by a: Wilderneſs |, 


conſtant Warches, cares and buſineſs, |to 


a Kingdome; and by conſtraining him to 
dwell in Meſechb, vrith Aliens to his Religi- 
on, to teac himto be conſtant ro his own, 
and to love Sion. And hath he not pre- 
pared our David ſo for us ? and we hope 


hath prepared for him too the firft dates of 


| himſelf hath rais'd, God having 


ſeek bim alſo,which was the cherpequlce ] 


David, having no Sheba in the Field, nor 
Achitophel in the Councel, nor an Abinther 


God had given him-by Samuel abour ewvive Inter 7 _ 

rs before; and in choſe. years to: pre- | 
te. 
harden bim with diſcipline, that © che lu- 
xuries and the effeminacies of 4 Coutrc| 
mighe not emaſculate and melt him; by 


make him equal for, habiruared to, 'care-| 
ful of, and afte&ted wich the biifinek of| 


{ Sauli qui 
= 1c p 
[Chron, 3 


Plal. 120.5. 


in the Temple, not in char Temple which 
made{ 
him inſtrument of chat which: he _— 
not let David doe, building his | 
furniſhing it with all its Offices, and ming 


it fit for God to meet us 1n, 


of our Condition. 
There never was {o- much pretence 


off 


L 


F2- 


__ ſeeking | # 


(36) 


ſeeking God as in thoſe late daies of his 
abſence from us ; and it ſhould ſeem in- 
deed we knew nor. where:to find him, we | 
rook ſuch ſeveral waies to ſeek him. Butif 
God did look down from heaven thea as 
he did P/al. 14. to ſee if any did underſtand 
and ſeek after God, ſhould he nor then have 
found it bere as there ? They are altogether 
gone out of the way ; their throat us an open ſe- - 
pulchre , with their tongues have they deceived, 
the poiſon of aſþs is under their lips, their mouth 
is full of curſing and bitterneſs, their feet are | 
ſwift to ſhed blood : deſtruftion and unhappineſs | 
is in their Waies, and the way of peace have | 
they not known ; there is no fear of God before 
their eyes : They eat up. my people as it were | 
bread; and, which is worle in theſe then 
them , they even then call upon God, as it 


——_—_ 


| [that did ſeek: him? or that do cleave to 


[Wey craved a bleſſing from the Lord upon 
that meab that did devour his people ; and 
when they did ſeek God, they meant to 


find a prey. Yec where were any others 


him- now ? The Schiſmatick' does not | ſeek. 
God, who ſhuns the place where he ap- 


pears, and meets; and dwells; nor does he | 


cleave 


| 


dit at = 0 "_ - 2 5 $7 < 2 ihy oY a 4 uk thee COT Fs x 9 f o " > OPOR” 9 
i eden ths . 2 , n - 4 2 RE Ree 5 9s + t IR 
« : WL We x bd > PSs 
" Fo Y ac 3-54 ng 
D 
; F- 5 
F 
F 
- 


cleave to God: who -tears himſelf off from 
the Lord's body. Mark fuch as cauſe divi- 


all Chriſtians muſt avoid them, then 1 am 
fure God is not with them. The other Schif- 
maticks that divide from the World by cut- 
ting off the World from them ; do they 
ſeek God that are diverted: by ſo many 
Saints and Angels? that terminate divineſt 
Worſhip in a creature ? or do they cleave to 
God, when their devotion embraceth ſtocks 
and ſtones? or did they ſeek God for the pur- 


their King,but did apply themſelves to ſeve- 
ral forein Princes,and to others which they 
hoped would ſer up their Golden calf * Incen- 
diaries, that make fires and. raiſe commo- 
tions,theſe are farre from God ; for the Lord 
Was not in the fire, or in the Earth-quake, but in 


[the ftill ſmall woice, in the ſoft whiſpers of | 


peace and love. . The Atheiſt; he tha /airs 
in his heart there 1s no God, will not ſeek 
God, you may. be ſure: nor does he care 


ro ſeek David bis King,  whoisequally well | 


, under all Governments that will allow his 
licences, and who hath.no- Religion.o tic: 
' EF 3 


frons, faith S. Panl, and avoid them : and- if 


pole of my Text, who did not ſeek David 


him 


Rom.16, 1: 


ee 


> 


G3) 


Mat.23.27. 


- -- * | 


| mer, it was upon reaſons of burthen, or of 
| pride, or Libertiniſme : ſo much Religion 
[though counterfcir- was a reproach to him, 


him to any. IF he ar all diſlik'd the for- 


and the face of ſuch ſtriftneſs was uneaſy 
to him. Theſe are fo farre from ſeeking 
God, that God faies theſe diddrive him ogt +4 
Iſrael, Ezek.9. g. And then when that ha 
lo long been the Wit, that "tis now the 
| Complexion of the Age, and they who 
thought fir ro ſhew their nor being hy- 
rites by licenſe, and (to give it an eaftc 
word ) by droflery in ſacred things, have now 
made nothing-to be ſacred to them; how 
ſhall che Lord dwell among ſuch? they 
are enough to exorciſe God out of a Na- 
tion. The FHpocrite alſo, for all his Faſts 
and Prayers, never did ſeck God, for he is 
but a whited Sepulchre , our Saviour faies. 
Now who wala ſeek the living God among 
the dead ? the Lord of life ſure is not to be 
found in graves. Golgotha was a place to 
crucifie him in, not worſhip him : he takes | 
not in the air of funcral Vaults for incenſe ; 
"was 'a Demoniack that us'd to be among 
che Tombs. The fubtle, falſe and faithleſs | 


men 


| 
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men that walk in mazes, never ſhall meee| 
God; theſe arcthe windings and rhe trafls 
. [of the old Serpent, and they lead onely to 
his habitation, They that do climb. as if 
they meant to find God on his own 
Throne, that follow Chriſt up to «pinnaclef 
of the Temple, or to the top of that exceeding} 
high "Mount, whence they .can overlook the| 
glories of che: World, and pick and chuſe, 
theſe do not.goe to ſeek Chriſt there: Ie] 
. |is the Devi that does carry up thither, up» | ac. 4. 
on his own deſigns. Nor is-it ble ro 3 
ſeek the Lord in the waies that to the 2 
range Womans houſe, for her houſe is the way| Prov.7.27.) 
to bell, Solomon (ates, (and he did know ;) 3 
nay more, hey ſteps take hold on hell, ſeiſe on} Prov.z.5. 
thoſe everlaſting burnings which her foul 2 
heats kindle and begin. In- a word, they E, 
that ſeek their own, that turn all merely tO] phil.2.21. - 
their advantage, they cannot ſeek God too, | 3 
he will not be- joynt: God with Mammon. 
And then- whiere are the men thac ſought 
 [him'?: that did retrive him to us? or] 
with whom docs. he dwell? If he be not} 
among us, wedo in vain flatter our ſelves 
in.our proſperity-and peace, gawd it-in ws: 


BEET © as 


| 


handful of vapour rais'd by that Sun i 


{ing be not in it, raiſe that which will 
| ſoon overcaſt and benight the moſt glo- 


'our bright appearances. Have we-.not 
ſeen the Sun riſe with the glory of a da 

about him, and mounting in his "Roz 
chaſe away all the lirtle receptacles and re- 
ceſſes of the night, not leave a cloud to 
ſhelter the leaft relicks of her darkneſs, or 
any ſpot to checquer or to fleck the coun- 
tenance of day? when ftrait a fmall 


ſelf did creep upon his face, and by little 
and little. getting ſtrength bedaſht his 
ſhine, and pour'd-out as full ſtreams of 
ſtorm as he had done of light ; till ir 
even put out the day, and ſhed a night 
upon the Earth in (pight of him. ' So may 
proſperity it (elf, if the Lord and his bleſ- 


rious condition of a Nation. That wine 
which now makes your hearts glad, may 
prove like that which did commit the| 
Centaures and the Lapithe, farſt kindle Luſts, 
then Warres, and ar. laſt onely fill a Cup of 
trembling and. aſtoniſhment ; and that- oyle 
that does make you chearful countenances, 
may make your paths ſlippery, and nouriſh 
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ones. that will divone and ae all | 


TE YT —= 
' 
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FF Gel, Who #s found of them that ſeek 
| bim not, nay who himſelf ſought the loſt ſheep| 
and corried him, when with his ſtraying he 
\ was wearied into impoſſibility of a re- 
turn, has alſo ſought, and found, and brought 


is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes ; theſe waies of his alſo are fo puſt find- 
ing out, that we may. well conclude they 


are the mere footſteps of his incompre- 


together 5 and our great Shepherd : for this | 


| 


: : 

«+ x 

"2 i 
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Ifay 65.1. ; | 
Luk.rs5 4,5; 


henfible goodneſs, and we have onely 


now to fear that goodneſs 
But give me leave to ſay, thoſe that Je- 


ſpiſe his goodneſs do nor fear it ; and they 


| 
| the riches of his goodneſs and forbearance and| 


| 

the Lord leads thee to r . | 
And now, 0 Lack _ ſort of men 

among us hath thy goodneſs wrought up- 

on, and made repent * Thoſe whom it was 


| direted to convince, and came on pur-] 


| whom it does not lead to repentance, do de-| 
ſpiſe ir, S. Paul ſaies, Rom.2.4 Deſpiſeſt thou 


- | long-ſufferance, not knowing that the yoodneſs oY 
+ | 


poſe to, toproveby their own onely argu- 
ment they had of providential Miracles, they 
| x 


WCret. 


_—_— z 


777 51 


were not in the'right, but that deftruGtion 
and miſery were in their waies; yet theſe 
chuſe rather ro deny their own concluſions. , 
and refift God's goodneſs, then to be convinc'd 
and repent : for we have (cen them as bold 
Martyrs to their Sin as ever any to Reli- 
| | gion, fignalize their reſoly'd impenitence 
with chearful ſuffering, as if the fire they 
were condemn'd to were that triumphal Cha- 
riot in which the Prophet mounted up-to 
heaven. Others that did not go: {o- [Aon 
in condemnation nor guilt as they, and 
therefore think they have no reaſon to-re- 
pent of thar, do they repent of what they 
did contribute to it ? Of thoſe that lifted: 


BY are there that have made them fall,and. 

ſmite their own thigh, ſaying, What have I done ? 
=_o not all rather juſtifie as farre as they 
chemſelves proceeded ? and if all that were 
well, why do not we repent of our Alle- 
giance and Loyalty ? if all that were well, 
what hath thy goodneſs done, © Lord, 
that hath reverſt it all 2 And. for the reſt; 
thoſe-that do not partake the plenties of 
hy goodneſs, murmure and- repine at it; 

. are 


| 


up their hands to ſwear and fight, how ma-| - | 
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for, what they would have dy'd for-:- thoſe 


them for baſe — practices. Such- 


not a noble, manly wickednels, are poltron 
fins; have made it raiſe a cry-on the faith- 
| fulleſt party, the beft Cauſe, and: the” pureſt 

frm in the World. While we haye de- 
banch'd God's own beſt Attribute, made 


or ſelf-ends : and the face of things is'fo 
vicious in every order and degree and ſexe, 
thar— Bur the Confeſion is onely-fit for 
Litanies, and we have need to-make the 
burthen of ours be, Lord, give us ſome affli- 
Fions again, (end out thy. Indignation, for we 
do fear thy goodneſs, it hath almoſt undone 
us: and truly, where it does not better, tis 
the moſt fearful of God's Attributes or 
plagues, for it does harden there. -S. Paul 
ſaies ſo in the fore-cited place; and Origen 
does prove this very thing did haxdenPha- 
raoh's heart, indulgence was his induration. 
/Now induration is the being put. in Hell | 


[are diſcontent ar having'what they-pray'd | 


that have been partakers of it, have tund| 
it into wantonneſs, have made it furniſh|. 


as have not the generolity of vice, have| 


his Goodneſs procure for our moſt wicked | 


G 2x. __ upon| 


Rom.2.5. 3 


— 


Fi 


(44) | 


2 Pet. 3.15. 


| of Proſperity is but kindled brimſtone, onely 


.| miraculous in fuch trange and continued: 


' ſins £00, overcoming all oppoſition of our 


| upon the Barth : there is the ſame impenitence 
ready on the hardned, and the life they 


lead is but the ixterval berwixt the Sentence 
and the Execution, and all their Sun-ſhine 


without the ſtench. And then ro make the 


 condemne us, his very goodneſs be bell to us ! 
| But ſure ſo great a goodneſs as this we! 


have taſted cannot have ſuch deadly if- 
ſues ; and-it was great indeed, ſo perfectly 


ſucceſles, reſiſting our contrivances and onr 


' vices and our own policies, that do not 
' port with it, and in deſpight of all ſtill do- 
ing us good; it was fatality of goodneſs. 
Now ſure that which 1s ſo vi&torious will 
[not beworſted by us. But &! have we 
not reaſon ſo much more to fear the good-- 
neſs > "The greater and more undeſery'd: 
it is, the more juſpictows it 1s :. as if it were: 
the loft blaze of the candle of the Lord: 


in both, and Judgement is pronounc'd al- | 


treaſures of God's bounty be m_ of | 
| Þrath to us, ro make his kindneſs, his long-, 
ſuffering, that is, S. Peter layes, ſalvation, | 


when, 


— 
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when its light gaſps 
fore it do. goe We 
extreme efforts of goodnels, to ſee if ac the 
laſt any thing can be wrought by it.. And 


if we did conlider how ſomemen 


| 


time of it, and rake, and catch, we would 
believe they did fear the departure of it: 
bur yer 'tis in our power to faxe it here. 
If we repent, God's gifts then are without re- 
pentance, but one of us muſt change : bring 
Piety and Vertue into countenance and: 
falhion, and God will dwell among us. 
Nay S. Paul laies, Goodneſs to thee if thou con- 
tinue in his goodneſs. If we our ſelves do 
not forſake it and renounce it, not fear it fo 


hold upon it; if, as God promiles, be ſo put 
it, fear that bath love in it, and is as wni-| 


tive as that, thenit ſhall ne're depart from 
us; but we ſhall /ee the goodneſs of the Lord 


— 


day ſhall be the birth-day -of immortal 


the dying" firuggles and| 


the preſent goodneſs, make uſe of chis| 


as to fly from it, bat with the fears of ſink-[ 
ing men, that catch, and graſp, lay faſt dead} 


Jer. 32. 40. 
his fear in-our hearts, that we never depart from F | 


in the land of the living, and ſhall be taken| 
thence to the eternal fulneſs of ir. This| 
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Rom.1 I.22s | 


life, 
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Apoc.1. 5,6, 
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the entring on a Kingdome that cannot be mo- | 


ved. A Crown thus beautify'd is a Crown 
of glory here, and ſhall adde weight and 
ſplendour to the Crown - hereafter : A 


Church thus furniſh'd is a Church trium- 
phant in this World, and ſuch a Govern- | 


ment is the Kingdome of heaven upon Earth ;, 

and then we ſhall all reign with him 
who is the King of Kings, and who waſh'd 
#u5 in his blood to make us Kings and Prieſts 
to God and bis Father, to whom be glory and 


dominion for ever. Amen. 
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| Errata. 
Pag.g. line 8. after build place the ſe- 
micolon; after departure in the line fol- 
lowing blot it out. 

Pag. 16. line 18. for farre Uniformity 
reade for Uniformity. 
- Pag.23. line g. for David the King, read- 
David their King. 


